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Because You Pray

The day was long, the burden I had borne

Seemed heavier than I could longer bear,

And then it lifted – but I did not know

Someone had knelt in prayer,

Had taken me to God that very hour

And asked the easing of the load, and He,

In infinite compassion, had stooped down

And taken it from me –

We cannot tell how often as we pray

For some bewildered one, hurt and distressed,

The answer comes, but many times those hearts

Find sudden peace and rest

Someone had prayed!

(Extracted from CMCT Prayer Letter)

Many saints and servants of God specified for prayer in The ECHOS can testify of the above experience. There have been occasions when they feel hard-pressed because of a deadline pressure to keep a speaking engagement or a special appointment amidst a busy schedule. At the last minute, more urgent and unexpected emergencies arise seemingly to drown them further as they struggle for time to get a message from the Lord. Then just when they feel that all hopes are lost as they wrestle with this spiritual mental block and thrust themselves upon the Lord, a ray of light pierces through the gloom, and the inspired message from the Lord for which they have struggled for so many days comes through. Someone has prayed.

On other occasions, these people find themselves in circumstances far from ideal. They are in a fix as to what to do next. They are disheartened with the unkind criticisms levelled at them, discouraged with the lack of results in spite of the many sacrificial hours put into a project, disoriented with what the Lord actually wants them to do, dismayed at what they are facing and may eventually face. Their resources are running out not knowing when to expect the next supply; their patience stretched to unbelievable limits in dealing with a very difficult person, problem or a circumstance; their physical strength ebbing and no one is willing to come forward to assist, etc. At such times, when the Lord’s servant or saint is at his/her extremity, God seizes the opportunity and light pierces through the dark clouds and loads are lifted – circumstances and people change all of a sudden! 

Perhaps, someone using The ECHOS has prayed!

Saints and servants of God are human. Those who serve in the regions beyond yearn for friendship and fellowship. They too are concerned with their families. The Burnhams have been in captivity for almost a year in the Philippines. They are physically exhausted and famished as they are made to flee with the terrorists from the pursuing forces. The children are crying out for their parents. Perhaps the Lord is just waiting for you to complete that number in the circle of pray-ers. Do not fail them. Have you prayed?
Ron and Sharon invite us to rejoice with them over the way the Lord has led Pauline (Sharon’s revived eldest sister in Malaysia) and her family to know Him.  At first she was the only Christian living with her in-laws. Now the whole family are believers – husband, 9 children, father and mother in-law. Last December, her husband, 5 of her children, brother and sister-in-law, their son, and an uncle were all baptized at the same time! How did Sharon’s father-in-law, such a traditional and staunch follower of Chinese religions, become a believer? Pauline attributed it to prayer.  She said, “[Through] our prayers for his salvation, the Lord slowly opened his eyes to see His hand upon his life.” 

Someone, nay, more than someone, have prayed. Are you counted among them?

Low Sok Lan (serving the Lord in Phnom Penh) who was with us for Mission Night last year just received news that her father in Malaysia had started attending church meetings recently. She remarked that tears filled her eyes when this news was relayed to her. Someone has prayed.

Bill Stott who recently underwent a triple heart by-pass operation was revived on the operation table three times. He wrote: The same evening as the operation I was taken back to theatre as the stitches in the aorta had come undone! Two evenings later my heart stopped three times (Cardiac Arrest I think they call it) and three times I was shocked backed to life. Someone has prayed!

Dr. Colleen Redit has this to say about prayer in her latest Newsletter.

I am glad I can be in touch with you once again and share with you a few items for prayer. Prayer is such a vital force and prayer changes things. Many times when I have shared special items for prayer, we have seen God’s hand answering prayer in a wonderful way.

She too is thankful for someone who has prayed.

The Editor was struggling over what to write for this Editorial. He spent numerous hours thinking over what theme to pursue as the deadline drew nearer. Then the above poem from CMCT Prayer Letter came into sight. Because time was up, with a word of prayer, he just wrote not knowing which direction his writing would take him. But as wrote, he was moved along, inspired, and you have what you see. Perhaps, someone has prayed.
Dear prayer partners, do not just read The ECHOS. Keep it near or in your Bible. As you read your Bible daily, make it a point to pray for the item specified in The ECHOS for that day. It does not matter whether you know the individual personally – we are all members in the same family of God. When over a hundred of you seriously pray every day for the same individual/item, the Lord will answer on behalf of the person/s you are praying for. 

It makes a marvelous and a miraculous difference

to and for the one you lift up before the throne of God,

BECAUSE YOU PRAY!

Please be reminded that  (  (  ( 
       you are receiving The ECHOS  (  (  


because you are committed to pray ( 
